
September 2024 Webinar - Questions and Answers

On Tuesday 17 September 2024 the Murchison Green Hydrogen (MGH) project team hosted an online webinar for 
community and stakeholders.

Webinar attendees heard from Senior Development Manager, Dean Smith, and Senior Environmental Consultant, 
Tristan Sleigh, about the environmental surveys that have been undertaken ahead of the Project’s submission of 
the Environmental Review Document and outline of the environmental impact mitigation strategies that have been 
incorporated into the design. 

There was also a question-and-answer session, however not every question was able to be answered during the live 
webinar. We wanted to share responses to all of the questions submitted with you.

Yes - the Environmental Review Document will be submitted to the Environmental Protection Authority as part of the 
approvals process and will include the results, information and data from the technical studies.

This document and all the included information will be available for the public to view during the four-week Public 
Environmental Review Period in 2025.

Will the modelling relating to potential emissions impacts on the ocean 
be publicly available and when?
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FEED will be in 2025 with FID for the first phase of the project to follow in 2026, after approvals have been obtained 
and offtake partners secured. Once phase one production has commenced and construction completed, FID for 
phase two will take place towards the end of 2029.

When is front end engineering design (FEED) and the final investment 
decision (FID) expected to be?
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The project will create 24,300 full time jobs across Western Australia at the height of construction. There will be 
approximately 3,600 jobs during construction and approximately 600 permanent local jobs during operations. 

Construction is planned to commence following the FID in 2026 and will take approximately five years to be complete. 
It is likely to be completed in two phases. 

What is the expected size of the workforce and how long will 
construction last?

The Project is currently undergoing air quality and dust modelling. Based on the results so far and the mitigation 
strategies that will be implemented as outlined in the presentation, there is no expected dust impacts on Kalbarri 
during the construction phase of the project or during operations.

Will there be dust blowing over Kalbarri during construction?

The Marine Export Facility (MEF) will be a small single point mooring buoy, called a Catenary Anchor Leg Mooring 
(CALM) buoy. The export pipelines will be drilled underground and partially underneath the seabed to reach the 
CALM buoy, a few kilometres off shore. Incoming ships, similar in design to large gas carriers, will hook up directly to 
the buoy.

What facility will be used for exporting ammonia? 

Tugboats are required to support the mooring and connection of the ammonia tankers to the Marine Export Facility. 
The Environmental Review Document will include the provision of a Support Craft Facility, located on the Murchison 
House Station coastline, close to the Marine Export Facility.  This is a project-specific, small harbour for the tugboats to 
operate from.  However, the project is also investigating the use of larger Anchor Handling Tug Support Vessels which 
can remain at sea for longer periods and operate from other ports such as Geraldton. Final selection of support vessel 
specification and harbour requirements will be made as the project progresses.

Where will the tugboats required for the export facility be moored?

The original Support Craft Facility was conceived as being located in the mouth of the Murchison River. However, in 
response to findings and feedback, this facility was moved to the coastal area adjacent to the Project.

Where was the support craft facility moved to?

The marine studies outlined in the presentation are currently being undertaken and will indicate potential impacts 
to ecology and marine life, including crayfish. All results, together with the data collected across our environmental 
studies, will be used to inform the design of the Project facilities and mitigate impacts according to our impact 
hierarchy described earlier.

What will be the impact on the crayfishing industry? 



3

The Project will be working with the Mid West Ports Authority to determine both temporary and permanent exclusion 
zones. More information on exclusion zones will be shared through our various communication channels when 
available.

Will there be coastline and/or marine area exclusion zones?

Current limitations for connecting the export ships to the CALM buoy and loading of ammonia is 2m wave height 
and 4m wave height respectively. The Project has 10 years of historical data on wave heights and has validated this 
information with in-situ measurements using a waverider buoy. This information has allowed the Project to determine 
that there are sufficient windows in wave and weather climate to meet operational requirements.

What is the maximum swell height at which ammonia could be loaded 
on to the ships?

Yes – while there will be no noticeable signs of the ammonia plant’s operation from outside the Project site, it will be 
operating 24 hours a day.

Will the ammonia plant be operating 24 hours a day?

The hydrogen and ammonia facilities are expected to be classified as Major Hazard Facilities and access to the plant 
areas will be controlled by perimeter fencing. The size of the central process area is somewhere in the vicinity of 300-
plus hectares. The ammonia storage facility nearer the coast, which is required for the exporting of ammonia, will be 
approximately 50 hectares.

The requirements for access-control to other parts of the facility for asset-protection or safety will be developed as the 
project progresses.

Will the desalination and hydrogen/ammonia plant be fenced? If so, 
what is the size of the area that will be fenced?

There are a number of identified important species within the Project area, including flora and fauna, such as 
malleefowl and orchid species. The Project is refining and reworking the design according to the outlined mitigation 
hierarchy and strategies, and this information will be included in the Environmental Review Document.

Are there endangered or rare species on site? 

Yes – nature corridors have been incorporated into the Project design to facilitate the natural movement of animals 
both within the Project site and to/from the adjoining nature reserves.

Are there plans to allow native animals access and movement through 
the solar farm area?
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Initial clearing back in 2022 was estimated at 13,000ha. With refinements and redesigning of the Project, this has been 
reduced significantly and current estimates are approximately 10,000ha with numbers to be finalised and included in 
the Environmental Review Document.

The Project is committed to mitigating land clearing as much as possible.

How much clearing is going to take place?

Yes - in addition to documenting feedback from the community, the Project is engaging with relevant State 
Government departments and agencies, including the Mid West Ports Authority, Department of Jobs, Tourism, 
Science and Innovation (JTSI), Department of Transport and Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH). The 
Project has also engaged and will continue to engage with industry and commercial fishing representatives.

The Project’s mitigation strategies will be detailed in the Environmental Review Document and subject to approval and 
ongoing monitoring by relevant regulatory authorities.

Will there be consultation with key stakeholders regarding mitigation 
strategies for the marine area?

The Project is planning in-person drop-in sessions, meetings and other events for the coming months both in Kalbarri 
and the wider Mid West region. Details regarding upcoming engagement and events are advertised in our project 
updates, on our website and social media channel, and in local regional newspapers.

In addition to the face-to-face engagement, the Project has implemented various communication channels, 
information sources and engagement opportunities, including:

• Regular email and website project updates

• A range of informational resources, including videos and Fact Sheets

• Live webinars to allow for greater accessibility for those unable to attend face-to-face engagement, with 
recordings made available on our website 

• News articles on the Project website 

• LinkedIn updates

When will the next face-to-face meeting with the community be?


